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NHTSA REJECTS CLAIM THAT MILLIONS OF
SAFETY BELT BUCKLES ARE DEFECTIVE

The National Highwey Traffic Safoty Adminstration (NHTHA) todiy snnounced

_ that an exhaustive investigation found absclutely no basis for an sllegation that

tens of millions of peat balt Imckles ware defective. : .

. The agency said it Bas denied a petition by the Institute e
NHTSA Administretor Mavion C. swid that orgenization founded
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unlstch during & crash. The CBS show "Sirest Stories” and the CBS
News featured news stories based on that false allegation.

The administrator satd that "inertial” anla of & belt buckis — caused by »
sharp blow to the back of the buckls that can jar the. loose froma the tongue of
the belt — is not a phenomenon associated real world crashss. _
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*For more than 25 NHTSA have beean ifying defects in
oS S S et
complaint about a vehicla safety helt, has moved swiftly to force a recall. In
just the past fonr there haye been 10 belt buckle recalls i i
muﬁc}uﬁngmmﬂ.ﬂmﬂﬂﬂnwhidu. one of these problema to
the petition's alleged dafect,” Blakey added. :

o Conducted vehicle mmmnﬂmimmhm
o  Reviewed real-world erash records and Ishorstory crash data.

Contactod ligted in the Office of Defects Invesgtigation compluint
? files for additional information on safety helt performance.
o  Obtained and snalyzed deteiled informaticn from eight motor vehicle

manuofacturers world-wide.

o  Analyzed design data from Gve belt manufacturers and seven balt buckle
patant holders. ' :

o  Contacted Canads and Australin for relevant investigations.

Canada has conducted many investigations into alleged raleass of buckles but
has never found buckle release to be cansed by the problem by ITR. In their
response to NHTSA, Transa Canada noted, "Scere stories of nature can undo
many years of work in public confidence in cocupant restraiot systems.”

The administrator emphasized that safety balts ste the most effective
device in & molor vehicle and should always bs worn, 8he reiterated the 5
confidence that belts can be expacted to protect the motoring public. ‘
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